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. M O N 
On 2. Kings it, I2; 


2 1 it; and he cried, My Farbe my F 
ther; the C hariot of If rael, and the Horſemen. 
thereof : And he ſaw him no more; and he took hola 
of his own Clothes, and rent chem in 200 yo 


Had Octafion formerly ch difourty upon e 
= 7er/es preceeding following my Tear Id,” 
= the preceeding 78765 we have an Account ꝗ B © 1 
jab sglorious Tranſlation, which was indeed A Ve. 
p ſtrange Diſpenſation; and an admitable Efe „ 
xe Love and Favour of God toward that 
an. In my Ter we have the Effect of thisupon,. 
liſha; to Wit, his paſſionate Sorrow ani: Grp 
— _ Occaſion. And Prophets being, in dE = 


* U 


439 
«ot 3 
__ 


D : eſpects, to the Church and People o God als | 
er — Id Teſtament; what ordinary Goſpel one 
gers are undet the New) therefore What we; 
gave here may afford ellen kadrüsten, to G #7 


el Miniſters. | DE. 
In this Verſe we have theſe 600 U pig. =, NY 
Firſt. Bliſha's forrowful Lamenniition. for. c RL 
oſs of that eminent and worthy Inſtrument: An 
liſha ſaw it, and he cried; My Father; my. Fab a> 
3 e Chariot of Iſrael, and the Hor ſemen there: ©: 
nd here we may take Notice of theſePartioulars; 

£7 292 Occqſion of 2 3 Eſha on 4 
. 2 
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Deep Sorrow muſt have vent. It cannot iy hid, but 


4 Goſpel Miniſters 
it. He ſaw his dear Maſter Z14jah, fo ſuddenly 


ſnatched away from him. No udubt he was glad to 
ſee him, this being the Sign whereby he was aſſur - 


ed of a double Portion of 1 K Spirit: Yet conſi- 
I 


dering his own and the puÞtick Loſs, his Eye could 
not but affect his Heart with Grief; ſo that here was 


, 
8 


a ſtrange Mixture of Joy and Sorrow. OBHerv. r. There 
is uſually an Intermixture of what is joyous and grie- 
vous in God's Diſpenſations towards his People: No. 
Diſpenſation ſo ſad, but hath ſome Matter of Joy 
mixt with it; nor any Diſpenſation ſo joyous, but 
is mixt with ſome Matter of Grief. Gog's Diſpen- 

ſations are thus interwoven, to keep his People's Af. 
fections and Paſſions in a due. Balance, that the Ex- 
ceſſes of one Paſſion may be allayed with the Mix- 

ture of another. And indeed mixt Affections are 


. beſt. for us in our preſent State, wherein we are not 


able to bear the Exceſſes of them. OZſ/ery. 2. In 
doleful Occurrences, the Eye doth . greatly ect 
the Heart, Lam. iii. 51. We are uſually more affec- 4 
ted with what we ſee, than with what we hear; 
becauſe the Evidence of the Eye, as it is more live- 
1y, is alſo more certain, and Jeſs ſubje& to Deceit. 
2. His Vehemency and Earneſtneſs in this La- 


mentation. He cried, after the Manner of paſſionate 
Mourners, 9 2 ſuddenly ſurpriſed with 


ccafion and. Cauſe of their Sorrow. 
. 


what 1s the 
5 
will man feſt and ſhew it ſelf, eſpecially upon any 97 
ſudden Surpriſal. 135 8 
3. The Compellation he gives to Elijah; my Fa. 
ther. This Title was ufually given by Inferiors to 
their Superiors, whether in Age, or in Place and 
Dignity, 1 Zim. v. 1. 2 Kings v. 13. It is given 
alſo to Miniſters who had been inſtrumental in the 


Converſion of others unto God, 1 Cor. iv. 15. But tis 


k giveall 


the Strength of a Nation. 5 


enl | | 

id Rd ziven eſpecially to old Prophets that did overſee, 
Aur- each, and inſtruct the young Prophets, who are 
onfi- Wherefore called the Sons of the Prophets. In this 
ould Meſpect Elijah had been a Father to Eliſha : So. 
> was hat this Title of Father, in this Place, imports 
here Reverence and Reſpect, and great Affection, ſuch 
grie- s a dutiful Son hath to a Father: He cries out 


No Mike a poor deſtitute Orphan. | 


Joy = The Compellation is doubled, My Father, mp 
, but Warher, to ſhew his Earneſtneſs, great Affection, 
{pen- Ind deep Sorrow on this Occafion. & 
s Al-. Obſero. 1. There is a becoming Reverence ana 
Ex- NNeſpect due from young Miniſters to thoſe that are 


Mix- ged. Old Miniſters, who have given various 
is are Iroofs of their Zeal and Faithfulneſs, and of their 
e not tedfaſtneſs in the Cauſe of God, under manifold 
2. In rials and Temptations, ſhould have great Reve- 
affe Fence and Reſpect paid to them by young Mini- 
affec- ters. There is a Reverence due, 1. To their Per- 


hear; s, by riſing up before them, and giving Place to . 


live- Nhem in Speech and Diſcourſe. Levit. xix. 32. 
eceit. Their old Age doth uſually give them many Ad- 
La. antages, whereas Youth, confidered in it ſelf, is at- 
onate ¶tended with many Weakneſſes. True it is, no Diſ-. 
with! er Miniſters are under, can warrant 
rrow. hem to deſert a good Cauſe, or to ly by from ths 
% but efehce of it; ſo that they ſhould not be afraid nor 
n any ſhamed to ſpeak when there is juſt Cauſe: Let 

luch a modeſt Senſe ſhould they have of their A= 
y Fa. Myilities, that they ſhould not be forward to ſpeak, 


ors tafſnor firſt in Talk, when old Miniſters are preſent; 
e and A notable Example whereof we have in Elibu, 
given» hoſe great Zeal and pregnant Parts were bound- 
in the ed with Modeſty and Sobriety, that he gave Men 
ut tis of Age and Experience the Preference in the Dif: 
gives courſe, Job xxxii. 7, 1 wh. To their * 
0 : BY Is 


17 


Ht © their gray Hairs, but their Knowledge, Wiſdom, 


Og rp rn omg yy 


— oo wer oe oo, 


— k —„— ——— —_—. — — 


* — r 
8 PY 2 8 


* 


8 . ³mqↄ ̃ ͤͤ-. P —© ay, « % r . 
. * : . 
b * 


a K _— — — * 


is true, the aged do not alwa s underſtand Judęg. 
ment, Job xxxii. 9. but may ſometimes be miſtã . 
| ken; fo that young Miniſters are not to enſlave them- 


5. In theſe Reſpects there is a Reverence due to 


Titles, nor exerciſe any abſolute parental Power :if 


mand it. In this Senſe our bleſſed Sagiour forbids 


imports Honour, Reſpect, and Reverence. The 


Goſpel Miniſters 


ſelyes'to the Opinion or Judgment of the aged; nor 
ſhould the Age and Experience of old Miniſters, 
be reſpected to the Prejudice of a good Cauſe, but 
naked Truth ſhould carry it: Yet young Miniſters 
ſhould entertain their Judgment with Veneration, 
ſo as not lightly to reje& it, and ſhew great Mode- 
ſty and Reſpe to their Age, even when they can- 
not bring themſelves to be of their Mind. What 
a Diffidence had Elihu of himſelf, and of his own 
Judgment, and how much did he fear to ſhew high 
Opinion, when he differed in his Sentiments from 
Men of great Age and Experience? Jam young, 
fays he, and ye are old, therefore I was afraid 
and durſt nat  ſhew you mine Opinion, Fob xxxi1l 


- 
* 


old Miniſters from theſe that are young. Not onl 1 
Prudence and Experience, 


and Reſpect at their Hand. 
Obſerv. 2. Zig nor unbecoming young Miniſters 
to gene old Miniſters the Title of FATRRAR. I 


nt that old Miniſters ſhould not affect ſuch 


demand this Reverencoll 


Nor ſhould old Miniſters be exalted under ſuch a 
Title, as if they had a Superiority of Power over 
young Miniſters ; far leſs Aa or Authority 
to require any Thing to be believed becauſe they 
ſay it, or any viva, to be done becauſe they com- 


us to call any Man Father upon the Earth, Matth. 


XX111. 9. yet the Title of Farher may, in ſome 
Reſpect, be given to old Miniſters, 70 wit, as it 


Apoſtle 


#he Streugth of @ Nation. 85 

Jud. poſtle Pant owns himſelf under this Fitle, 1 CG |. 
miſt}. 15. and elſewhere calls Timothy and Titus his 
them. Nac. Old Miniſters ſhould learn from this to car- 
1; nor toward young Miniſters as Fathers, by a tender 
1 re toward them, bearing with their Infirmities, 
t inſelling them in their Difficulties and Perplexi- 
, and inſtructing them in an affectionate Man- 
1 ; how they ought to behave in the Houſe of: 


y can. The Honourable Character given by him to 
WhatWijah ; The Chariot of Iſrael, and the Horſemes 
s on reef. It ſeems neceſſary that ſomething be ſuf - 
hie ed here to complete the Senſe. My Father ſtbos 
from, or, hou haſt been] the Chariot of liracl- 
voumg, Mis Expreſſion ſeems to be an Alluſion to the: 
fraid rm of Chariots and Horſes that had parted them 
xxxii h aſunder : But it is a more direct Alluſion ta 
due tofWariots and Horſemen that were ſo much uſed 
t only War. As there were Chariots of State in Lime 
ſdom, Peace, for Kings, Princes, and Nobles ; ſo there 
-rencelW@re Chariots of War, which, together with Horlev _ 
Nea, were their chief Strength againſt their Ene- 
zſter ies. Vrael here may be underſtood as compre» 
x. Inding both Church and State; and fo he calls 
ſuch l ab, the Chariot of Iſrael, and the Herſemen 
wer Neef, as having done more for the Defence and“ 
ſuch eſervation of Mrael, by his exemplary Holineſs: - 
rover his excellent Sermons and Counſels, and by his 
zority {ayers and Power with God therein, than all their 
 they{hbariots and Horſemen had done. He had been 
com tter to them than the ftrongeſt external Force. 
bids he Means he had uſed under God, as a Pro- 
fatth Met of the Lord, had been more effectual for 
ſome heir Preſervation than all their warlike Proviſions. 
as it Md it is on this Account that he here laments | 
Thee Loſs of that eminent Man: g. 4. When thun 
oftlefſ: - - -- A's e 
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. of Peace they are as Pillars for its Support, Gal. 
ü. 9. In a Time of War, as Chariots and Horſe. 
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_ * Iſrael under God is gone. We need boaſt: no, 


faithful Miniſters off the Stage, is much to be la- 
+ mented. Tho' Eliſba ſee his dear Maſter carried 
away to Heaven in a glorious Way, yet this. could 


| godly and a faithful Miniſter ſhould never go off the 


_ 
_ 


8 Goſpel Miniſters + - 
Wart gone, then the chief Strength and Defence « 


7 more of Chariots and Horſemen, our chief 
Strength is departed.” Better to have loſt alli 
our Chariots and Men of War, than this Man 
7 of God.” He directs his Speech to Elijah, cry- 
ing after him, as if he. could prevail with him to, 
return, in. confideration of the irreparable Loſs 
rael would be at through the Want of him. 
- Objerv. 1. In general, true Religion doth not 
teach Men Sroiciſin: It allows, yea, requires a jul 
Senſe of afflicting Providences. Grace doth not 
aboliſh the Affections and Paſſions, but regulate 
them. Not to be ſenſibly affected, is Stupidity, 
and a deſpiſing the Hand of God; and deſpifingil 
God's afflicting Hand, and fainting under it, are 
Two Extremes to be equally avoided, Heb. xii. 
5. Obſery. 2. Zealous and faithful Miniſtets are, 
under God, the great Strength and Defence of ai 
Nation, and of the Church of God in it. In a Time 


men for its Deſence. Obſery. 3. The Removal oi 


not hinder his Sorrow for the Loſs of him. All 


Stage unlamented. Obſery. 4. In mourning for the 4 
Departure of ſuch Miniſters, private Affection 
ſhould not ſway our Grief, but a Reſpe& to the 


\ Publick, therefore he cries out, The Chariot FI 


rael and the Horſemen thererf, as lamenting thei 
publick Loſs. © | —— 9 

: Eli have here - * and Fe of E f 
preſſing Eliſha's great Grief for the Loſs Eli 


= 
* 
* 


the Strength of a Nation. 9 
1. The Occaſion thereof. He ſam him no more. 


it: 'nol89/;5oh in his Aſcent was by wy, 7 removed out 
im till he loſt 


chieſſſhf his Sight. He looked after he le | 
ot allcßight of him, and had no Hope of ſeeing him 
Manny more here on Earth. | | 3 


Man | 3 
V, cry- 2. The Rite and Ceremony it ſelf. He took 
im told of his own Clothes, and rent them in Two 
ofs IP :cces. This Practice of rending their Clothes 
Wight be occafioned at firſt by Extremity of Pal. 


n. 

h not on, without any Regard to the Decency of whole 

a juſſſR pparel, or Damage by tearing them; and after- 
h not — from the Example of ſome eminent Perſons, 
gu late ſeems to have been drawn into common Practice, 
bidity ind from Practice it was ſometimes put into Pre- 
[pifingl pt, as 2 Sam. iii, 31. It was ufed eſpecial- 


it, are in Two Caſes. 1. In Caſes of extreme Indig- 
. xi. Mationʒ eſpecially upon the hearing of Blaſphemy, 
s are, . xxxvii. 1. Matth. xxvi. 65. and upon Occa- 
of ion of abominable Idolatry, Acts xiv. 13. to teſti- 
Time their deep Concern for the Honour of God. 2. In  , 
„Gal. aſes of extreme Sorrow, either for Sin, 2 r. 
Horſe iv. 19. or for Trouble and Affliction Gen. = 
val off>xv1ii. 34. 2 Sam. i. 11. to teſtify the rending the 
be la- Heart with Grief: Therefore the not rending the 
arried arment, is charged as an evident Token of an un- 
coul dient Heart, Fer. xxxvi. 24. The Caſe here was 
1, Al: Caſe of extreme Sorrow. Eliſba rent his Clothes 
off the teftify the Grief of his Heart for ſuch a great 
or the nd publick Loſs ; his afflicting Senſe of God's Dil» 2 
e&ioniW@leaſure againſt ael manifeſted thereby; his deep 
to the orrow for their Sins, whereby they had rovoked 
Iod; and his trembling Apprehenſion of the ter- 

ig the ible Judgments that were like to enſue. Ohſera.: 

ur Sorrows on juſt Occaſions may lawfully be expreſt 

y er y ſuitable Geſtures and Actions. If we are ſorrowi 
Eli. Ful upon juſt Grounds, it is no Fault to appear to be ſo; = 
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viction even of carnal Men. Hence we find the 
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r $4 Inftruftions, and of their exem 
viour in the Houſe of God. 


Cbariot of Iſrael, and the Horſemen 


12 
roviding 


Goſpel Miniſters | 
our Sorrow do not break forth into' any 
| Indecencies, either of Speech, or of Action and 
Behaviour. * 


Having thus gone through theſe Words, it might 
expected that they ſhould lead me to ſpeak '# 
of the Death of faithful Miniſters, as much to bs 
lamented, on the Account of the great Loſs that 
the Publick ſuſtains thereby. And indeed if 19 
could judge it proper and expedient on this Occa- 8 
fion, ta enlarge on that Subject, it might be 
thought that I wanted not juſt Ground and Cauſe 
for it, confidering that God hath removed from a- 
mongſt us, many worthy old Miniſters, whoſe ex- 
emplary Piety, Faithfulneſs, Prudence, Zeal and 
Courage for God, and whoſe long Experience in 
a Time of ſharp Trial and violent Perſecution, did 
render them great publick Bleſſings to Church 
and State, and great Helps to many of us who 
enjoyed the Happineſs of their good Counſels and i 
plary good Beha- i 


But I chuſe rather to diſcourſe a little upon the | 
given to Elijah, The 


thereof. The 

Doctrine | offer is this, 8 
© Goſpel Miniſters, duly. qualified, are, under 
God, the great Strength and Defence of 4 
Nation, and of the Church of God in it. 

This hath been ſometimes evident to the Con- 


honourable Character here 


ſame Character given alſo to Eliſba when a dying, 
by a King 11 Iſrael who was no good Man, 


2 Kings xiii. 14. Joaſh he King of Iſrael west 
over his Face, and ſaid, O my Father, my Father, 
the Chariot of Iſrael and the Horſemen thereof. i 


1. How 


the Strength of 4 Nation. 11 


1. How Goſpel Miniſtors muſt be ualified, fo 
as they may be the Strength and Defence of @ 
Nation, and of the Church of God in it. 

2. In ow Reſpetts Miniſters, thus qualified, 

are ſo. | 

3. On what Account t hey are ſo, or what In- 
fluence ſuch Miniſters have on the Safety and 

= Security of a People among whom they live. 

4 1 ſhall apply the whole. | 

Firſt. How Miniſter; of the Goſpel muſt be qua- 

ed, ſo as they may be the Strength and Defence 

Nation, and of the Church of God in it; 
e Chariot of Iſrael, and the Horſemen thereef. 

general, they muſt be Men of Z/zjab's Spirit 3 

in qualified in ſome Meaſure as he was; Men like 
In in Temper and Converſation, Particularly, ; 

h IJ rx. They muſt be Mer well acquainted with rhe 
Find of God. Elijah was ſo, being a Prophet of 

and he Lord, yea, the moſt eminent of all the Old 

- WMctament Prophets next after Moſes, Nowgluch 
KEE nowledge as he had of the Mind of God, either + 
ordinary Means, or by immediate Revelation, 

Poſpel Minifters ought to be furniſhed with Dy N 

arching and ſtudying the written Word. Such 

Knowledge is neceſſary for them, that they may 

Wc 477 to reach, 2 Tim. ii. 24. and that they may 

ve it laid up and preſerved as in x Storehouſe, © 

r the Uſe of the People of God, who are to 

Earn from them the true Senſe of the divine Law: 
For the Prieſt's Lips ſhould keep Knowledge, and 

ey ſhould Jeek the Law at his Mouth, Mal. it. 
Chriſt's Miniſters ſhould be 2nſtruffed unto 

e Kingdom of Heaven, well verſed in the Things 
che Goſpel, furniſhed with a Stock of ſpiritual 

Knowledge, that, like good Houſholders, they may 

„ et have their Proviſion to ſeek, but be in 4 Res- 


— — — f — 


12 Goſpel Miniſters | 
dineſs to bring forth our of their Treaſure, Thing 
new and old, i. e. Variety of ſpiritual Provifion 
for the Entertainment of Souls, Matth. xii. 52 
Ignorant Teachers, blind Watchmen, blind Seer; 
blind Guides, are the moſt dangerous Sort of Men 
The Beaſts about Chriſt's Throne, repreſenting 
the Miniſters of the Church, are ſaid to be full 
of Eyes before and behind, Rev. 4. 6. Even humal 
Knowledge and Learning is very requiſite to qual 
.lify a Goſpel Miniſter : Yet that is = an Hand 
maid to what is more excellent and neceſſary. al 
Miniſter may be a learned Philoſopher, a great 
Politician, and yet a bad Divine. Scripture Know: 
ledge is moſt excellent. Timothy is commend 
ed, eſpecially for his Knowledge of the holy ScripM 
tures, 2 Tim. iii. 15. This Book of Books wail 
: deſign'd for the Man of God, the Miniſter as well 
as the Chriſtian ; and it is of ſpecial Uſe tl 
perfect and furniſh him throughly, ver. 16, 118 
. Bonus ſcripturarns eſt bonus T heologus. We have 
no Occafion for the Writings of the pagan Philoſc 4 
phers, nor Rabbinical Fables, nor Popiſh Legends 
nor unwritten Traditions, to make us perfect Me 1 
of God. The divine Orac les are ſufficient for tha 
End. O that we who are Miniſters may love 
our Bibles more! Let us gzve Attendance to read 9 
ing them, 1 Tim. iv. 13. Let us ſtudy the writ 
ten Word, and ſearch into the Mind of God. in 
it, and, in a Dependance on him, uſe all properif 
Helps and Aſſiſtances for underſtanding it: And let 
us direct all our other Studies to furniſh us with 
Scripture Knowledge, that we may be like Apo 
Tos, mighty in the Scriptures, Acts xviii. 24. The 3 
Study of the holy Scriptures is a Duty of our par 
ticular, as well as of our general Calling; ano 
that Meaſure of Scripture Knowledge which i 


com 


the Strength of a Nation. 13 
Iinmendable in a private Chriſtian, may be juſtiy 
eee in = Golpel Mutter 1e. 
v1Hongy alſo ſtudy to be like the Men of Iffachar, Men 
__ have | naderſtanding of the Times 1 Chr. 
. 32- ſo far at leaſt as to know what is our owns 
ſentind . * People's ſeaſonable Duty. And let us bs 
e fi Ich in = Mount with God, by holy Medi- 
hs kk Prayer. Let us be careful to maintain 
holy Fear of God upon 
to qua pon our Hearts, and cloſe 
quad conſtant Communion with hi 
Hand v be: admitted him, that ſo we 
y. A 7 admitted to be upon his Secrets: For 
1 _ ig with the Righteous, Prov. iii. 32. 
Know Yd Paal ecret of the Lord it with them that fear 
mend - a 5 Fi f Tho' we cannot have an 
ScripWhaunſels of hi infallible Knowledge of the ſecret 
cs wat by lah: NS 2 += pam oy — 
© „ N | We ma ave m | 
- 1 to us by . e 
e far 
© have ce Ft the Mind n— 11 1 F 
hiloſoſſo neceſſary, that without it w . 
, =. A we cann 1 
gence - t Kao aq. for other Parts of our We * 
or that Sad mw 7 N and Defence of 
2 2 en = 22 amen 
ready 2 t is alſo 7 ; 2 
., s allo neceſſary for this End, that Goſpel 
ee, 
properiWontext of the Hiſtory ths, — = whats: 
1-1 IC An Ft 
* oY 1 _ Miniſters to be. This was — 3 
Die Teſtament, by requiring it as — 


Apoll hat the Lord's Prieſts ſho! ; 

2 | Ud be 2w2rh 27. 

„ The "we as had Blemiſhes, doc re — 7 4 

= Pa, F . - K _ and miniſtring in holy Things, ron 

| * "=" IJ. teac 45 us that Miniſters ought to be of boly 
and 


com 
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 tbyUrim be with thy holy One: Again they are call 


THY they may be inſtrumental to promote Holineſs among 

bbc Peo A 

ml: Vs 

4, they may offer unto the Lord an Offering in 
-.” Righteouſneſs: Then ſhallthe Offerings of Judah and 


| . Jeruſalem e Pleaſant unto the Lord. Chriſt's Mini- 
Rees are obliged to be eminently holy; that they may be 


| © only by their Doctrine, but by a holy Life. They are 
alſoobliged to be exemplarily holy, that others may 
bi 2 after them, 1 Pet. v. 3. 1 Zim. iv. 12. and that their 
Li | 

teach by the one as well as the other. Their Example 


os 1 


and Blamelaſt Tivet. This alſo is implied in th 


Deſignations given to Miniſters, They are called God 
holy Ones, Deut. xxxiii. 8. Let thy Thummim an 


led Angels;. Rev. Chap. ii & iii. to mind them tha 
they ſhould be angelical; holy and heavenly i 
Heart and Life. They are alſo called Mer of God, i 
Tim. vi. 11. a Compellation borrowed from the Old 
Teſtament, where it is often given to theſe employ 
ed in declaring the Mind and Will of God to Peo 

le. Men of God, i. e. Men employed by God and 

r God, and devoted more immediately to his Hol 
nour : So that they are obliged to live and walk as 
ſuch, to walk worthy of ſuch a Mafter, by ftudyM 
ing a Likeneſs to him in Holineſs. Sanctification and A 
Holineſs is neceflary to make them Veel, of He 
nour, meet for their Maſter's uſe, and to prepare 
them unto every good Work, 2 Tim. ii. 21. A holy 
Miniſtry is promiſed as « {peril Bleſſing to the 
Church, for keeping the Ordinances pure, and that 


ople, and put them on a pure and acceptable 
Worſhip; Mal. iii. 3, 4. He ſball puriſie the 
Sons of Levi, and purge them as Gold and Silver 


ſhining Lights, John v. 35. Matth. v. 16. ſhining, noi 


e beinga Confirmation of their Doctrine, they may ö 


* 2 
% * 


is of great Influence. The good Life of a Miniſter; 
ſays one; is the Life of his Miniſtry. Our Maſter 


18 


4 


: os. 


ed God WW ork holy, we being ſer apäft to miniſter in holy 


um an hings. The End and Deſign of our Office, is to pro- 
are cal note Holineſs among People: All which lay us undet 
em tha Ihe greateſt Obligations to be holy our ſelves. Let us 
enly ii emember that many Eyes are upon us. Wicked men 
God, i PPait for our halting, and tender Chriſtians tremble 
the Old or fear of it. We are as a City ſer on an Hill, that 
mploy Mannor be hid, Matth. v. 14. Of all Men our Life 
to Peo ies moſt open to the View of the World: So that 
20d andMhe right ordering of our Lives is of the greateſt 


his He E oncern, with reſpect to the Glory of God, the Credit 6 
walk af the Goſpel of Chriſt, and ofour holy Calling, the 

; ftudyMEdificationof People, and the Succeſs of our whole 
ion and Labours. Our Miſcarriages are of more dangerous - 
of HoWonſequence, than the Miſcarriages of other Men. 
repare8$y foul. Blots and Blemiſhes in our Life, we ſhall 

A hol oſe our Repute ; and of all men tis moſt difficult for 
to the ¶NMiniſters to retrieve their Reputation when its ones 
nd that Noſt. Let us therefore tale heed to our ſelves, 1 Tim. 
among v. 16. The Beaſts, Rev. iv. 6, J. as 2 were full 2 
>ptable {Wt Eyes before and behind, ſo alſo full of Eyes with- 
ie the in before, to look to Ga, beh ind, to look to the Flock, 
Silver end within to look to themſelves, to obſerve their o sn 
ring in piritual Condition, and to watch over themſelyes. 
ah and et us look to our ſelves, that we be in the firſt 


s Mini- 
may be 
ng, not 7 
hey are 
rs may 
it their 


nd have Chriſt formed in us: And then let us look 


Wicy, in Temperance and Sobriety, in Self denial and 


con- 


Place ſanctified by the Spirit, renewed after: the I 
nage of God, made Partakers of the divine Nature; 4 


o our Converſation, that it be holy and heavenly : 
hat we be exemplary to others in Piety toward God, 
and righteous toward Men, in Humility and Mode- 
y, in Meekneſs and Patience, in Charity and Hoſpita- 


8 ; f ortification to the World; that our whole Life - 
" may be, as it is ſaid of Arhanaſius bis Lifeplike = 


4 


ed as the procuring Cauſes of national Judgments. See 


a ad : r ˙˙ͤ ——_ f nv4 
—_ ” — 
- 
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continued Sermon wooing Souls for CVriſt. Now, the? 


perſonal Holineſs is not eſſential to Goſpel Minifters 


as ſuch; yet it were eaſy to ſhew how neceflary it 


is to qualify them for the better and more ſucceſsful 


- Diſcharge of their miniſterial Duties, and to render 
them the Strength and Defence of a Nation, The 


Chariot of Iſrael and the Horſemen thereof: For 


what Power or Intereſt can graceleſs vr unholy 
Miniſters have with God in the Behalf either of 
City or Nation wherein they live? On the con- 

trary the unholy Lives of Miniſters, thoſe that 


miniſter in holy Things, are often mention- 


how the Lord threatens ſome of the Churches of 
Aſia for the Sins of their Miniſters, Rev. ii & iii. 
The Sins of Miniſters have made Cities and Nations 

deſolate; and brought utter Ruin on once famous 
Churches; for the Sins of Miniſters, as they are at- 
tended with ſpecial Aggravations, ſo they cannot 


but corrupt the People, and involve them alſo in 


the like Sins, and ſo haſten Judgment. They muſt 
needs be eminently holy, who would ſtand in the 
Gap, and turn away Wrath. 7 


3. It is alſo neceſſary that Goſpel Miniſters bs 
Faithful Men. Such an one was Elijah: He was 
Faithful in delivering what he had in Commiſſion 
from God, even under the greateſt Temptations to 


the contrary. He witneſſed faithfully againſt the 
Corruptionss of the Time, dealt freely and plainly 
with all Sorts of Men, yea, with the King him- 


| Felf; and faithfully adhered to God and his Way, 


even when he thought he was left alone; x K2ngs 
xviii. 22. Faithfulneſs is alſo one of the princi- 
pal Qualifications of Goſpel Minifters as the Stews 
ards of Chriſt. Moreover, ſays the. Apoſtle, it zs 
required in Steward, that a Man be found ay 
T7 , ul; 


a the Strenoth of a Nation. Zh 17 

Jul, 1 Cor. iv. 2. It was Moſes's great Commenda- 
tion, that he was faithful in all God's Houſe, Heb. 
{ii; - 2. Hence Minifters are exhorted to con- 
init what is entruſted to them 211270 fazthful Men; 
2 Tim. ii. 2. and the Apbſtle Paul gives Thanks 
to Chriſt; that he counted him faithful; Putting 
him zuto the APY, 1 Tim. i. 12. Our Faith- 
fulneſs muſt be expreſt 1. In ſingly eying the Glory 
and Honour of Chriſt, the Good and Welfare of 
the Church; and of precious and immortal Souls, 
above all Things. 2. In maintaining and preſerving 
all Chriſt's Ordinances pure and entire; the Do- 
ctrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline, and Government of 
his Houſe, committed to our Truſt. We are ex- 
horted to hold faft what we have received and at- 
| tained to, Rev. ii. 25. & iii. 3. 3. In declaring to 
People the whole Counſel of Cod, keeping back no- 
thing that is profitable for them, AFs xx. 20% 27. We 
muſt deliver what is the Mind of God, whether it be 
pleaſing or provoking, and diſtribute all our Maſter's 
Allowance. to the Family, not ſubſtracting or witlj- 
drawing any of the Childrens Bread. And WW 


mours of People. If even Prophets might not Bring 
and deliver to People, any Thing they had not 
from the Mouth of God; how ſhall we dare to do 


ay, of Perſons, great and ſmall; rich and poor, as to what 


muſt declare nothing but his Counſel; and what 
we have in Commiſſion from him. We muſt not 
add any Thing of our own, our own Inventions; or 
Fancies, not preach according to the Minds and Hu- 


it? 4. In dealing freely and plainly with all Sorts. - | 


ngs concerns their ſpiritual State and Condition; their 9 


\ci- WW Walk and Practice. Being Ambaſſadors of God 
ew- and CHriſt, we muſt neither flatter the Perſons; nor 
fear the Faces of the greateſt among Men; we 
. muſt give faithful. Warning to all Sorts both of Sin 
1/1 Ke: AT, and 


unos by, and in him all Goſpel Miniſters, 1 73m. 


| Wy to keep up the juſt Eſteem and Reputation of one 
another among the Lord's People. 7. By a 
ſtedfaſt adhering to the Cauſe and Intereſts of 


18 . . Goſpel Miniſters ** | 
and Danger; we muſt warn Men of the Snai 
and Temptations of the Times, and thunder out 
the Jadgments of God againſt ſleepy Sinners, and 
not accommodate our ſelves to the ſinful Humour 
of Men to gain their Favour. God hath ſet us ail: 
Watchmen for this End and Purpoſe, that we ma 
give faithful Warning to People, of the Dangers that 
threaten the precious Intereſts of Religion and 
Souls of Men, and that upon the Peril of our own 
Souls, Ezek.. xxxiii. ), 8. Yea, we muſt deal free 
Iy and plainly even with the godly themſelves, as 
Paul did with Peter, Gal. ii. 14. and not indulge 
their ſinful Humours, Opinions or Practices; yet 
ſuch Freedom and Plainneſs muſt be uſed with all 
Prudence and Tenderneſs, that we may edifie and 
not irritate. 5. In dealing impartially in all the 
Adminiſtrations of Chrzſt's Houſe. With what 
awful Solemnity doth the Apoſtle Paul charge 


v. 21. ot to Prefer one before another, do- 
ang nothing by Partiality. 6. In Joyning toge- 
ther for promoting the Honour and Intereſt of our 
glorious Maſter, as becomes Stewards of the ſame 
Lora, and of the ſame Houſe ; ſtrengthning one a- 
nother's Hands in our Maſter's Work, and labouring 


dur bleſſed Maſter, in all Changes, be the Dan- 
ger what it will, Rev. ii. 10. Be thou faithful un- 
zo Death, ſays Chriſt, and Jill give thee a Crown 
of Life. Some may ſeem to ſtand out in the 
ftormy Day, and yet, under the Allurements of 
the World, let go their Faithfulneſs ; therefore we 
need to take heed to our ſelves even under the 
Sun-ſhine of worldly Proſperity. From what is ſaid, 
| * 


"Ci 


/ 
( 
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w. ps. it plainly appears that Faithfulneſs is a moſt com- 
s and prehenfive ho e of Goſpel Miniſters. But 
0 let us remember that our Faithfulneſs muſt be re- 

us al gulated by the Word of God, not by our own Fan- 
e mail cies and Apprehenſions. It muſt flow from a ſin- 
rs that cere Love and Reſpect to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
on andi and the thriving of his Intereſts. It muſt be 5 
ir own Iified with Yo Wiſdomwand Prudence: Therefore 
free Viſaom and Fazthfulneſs are joyned together as 


ves. a neceſſary to 7 1 all Goſpel Miniſters, Luke xii. 
dulge 42. We mu alſo look to it, that we be fincerely | 

; peil] faithful. Alas! how eaſily doth Self twiſt it ſelf in 
ich all upon us? Therefore we need to take heed that we do 
© andi not make an outward Appearance of Faithfulneſs 
Uthe! ee diſguiſe our Self-ends, or to gain Applauſe from 


People as faithful Miniſters. Let us ſtudy to be 


Babes faithful rather than to appear ſo. Our Faithful. 
7 neſs will commend us more to God than all our 
„ o. Gifts and Parts: It is the beſt Courſe we can take 


to reach the great and good Ends of our Miniſtry: 


1 And tho the Luſts of Sinners hate us for our Faith- | 
ſame falneſs, yet even then their Conſciences will ho- 

ine a- nour us. Miniſters thus qualified are great | ub- * 
ring] Lick Bleſſings 'to che Place they live in : they Bf 
one are high in God's Favour, and have great Po-. 
By a with him: He will do much for them, and for — | 


Ms af thers on their Account; ſo that the) 
| Dam Chariots of Iſrael and the Horſemen 3 


ata is neceſſary that they be Men of truly publick Spi: 
the 7775+ Never was there a more publick ſpitited 


ts of Man than Rlijab: What a deep Concern did he 
« © {hew for the publick- Intereſts ? eſpecially the In- 


* 3 tereſt of true Religion, preferring the ſame be- 
tail fore his own Eaſe, and all his worldly Accom- 
"ir modations, yea, before his own Life. Such ſhould 


B 2 all 


3 * 


4. That Goſpel Miniſters be well qualified: ik 


are... e 
ered). «=: 
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all Goſpel Miniſters be. We are publick Men, 


_ in publick Office, ſet apart for, the publick 


ood; all our Gifts and Graces are given us to 


* qualify us as worthy Inſtruments of it, and the 


_ Intereſts of Chriſt are committed to our 


Truſt: All this obliges us to be Men of publick 
Spirits. The publick Intereſts, eſpecially the pre- 
cious Intereſts of Chriſt, ſhould ly very near our 
Hearts. God's Miniſters, Men employed to mi- 
niſter in holy Things, have been Men of ſich a 
Spitit and Temper. What an Height of publick 


Spirit was in Moſer, Samuel, Daniel, Mordecai, 


Paul, and other Men of God? Alas! that ſo much 


of a contrary Temper and Spirit is to be found 


among us. How many ſeek their own T hings, and 


not the Things that are Jeſus Chriſt's? Yea, how 
often is the Good of the Church pretended, when 
Self is at the Bottom? O that we who are CHriſts 


Miniſters, may be more exemplary to others .in 


> our Diſcovery of a truly Feral t irit, Preferrong 
e 


the publick Intereſts, eſpecially the precious In- 


tereſts of Chriſt, above our chief Joy, Pſal. cxxxvii. 


6. This would render us happy Inſtrumente 


of much publick Good, ſo that the whole Nation 


would be beholden to us. But without this publick 
Spirit, we can do nothing as we ſhould for the 


publick Safety and Welfare; we cannot be zhe 
- . Chariors of Iſrael, nor the Horſemen thereof. 

- 5: It is likewiſe neceſſary that Goſpel Minifters 
be au f burning Zeal for God. What a fer- 


vent Zeal did Elijah diſcover for the Honour of 


God! God had raiſed him up to be a Witneſs for 


him in that degenerate Age, and qualified him 


with extraordinary Zeal for that End; and being 


thus qualified, he contended earneſtly againſt the 
Corruptions of the Time, and particularly again 
the 


L PTY LURETS eg er * © 


8 the Sirength of a Nation. 2 
the idolatrous Worſhip of Baal, 1 Kings xix. 20. 
This is a Qualification neceflary 


Men, 
1blick 
us. to 
d the 
o out 
1blick 
pre- 
r our 


pel Miniſters. They 
ſhining Lights, John v. 35. burning with Zeal for 
God. Miniſters are called - Angels, 
famed with Zeal for God, and are therefore called 
Seraphims, Iſt. vi. 2. and a Flame of Fare, Pſal. 
civ. 4. and in my Context they appeared in the 
Likeneſs of 4à Chariot and Horſes of 
which fignifies their fervent Zeal for the Service 


that which Miniſters ſhould aſpire after. O to be 
more like theſe bleſſed Spirits 


both - under the Old Teſtament and under the 


Numb. xxv. 11. and what a burning Zeal had the 


Acts, xvii. 16. 


again 


in 


ber and in managing the Diſcipline of the Chur ke f 
5 as it may have its due Vigour, like Men that cam 4 
4 r 297 Lear them that are evil, Ren. ii. 2. Miniſters 
11 rare Men of God, his Stewards entruſted with th. 
im great Concerns of his Houſe, his Witneſſes, ſa: : 
Wo that nothing is more unſuitable to them than a 
95 4 lothſom lukewarm Temper. Let us be earneſt to have 


the B 3 


* 
4 , 
- 


alſo in all Go. 
ſhould be burning as well as 


This hath -been + - 
the Temper and Diſpoſition of faithful Miniſters * : 


New. How zealous was Phinehas for the Honour 
of God, when a publick Affront was offered to it? 


Apoſtle Paul againſt the Idolatry at Arbeps? * 
iniſters ought to be zcalous for 
God's Houſe, Pſal.* Ixix. 9. the Doctrine, Worſhip, 
— and Government of his Houſe ; zealous 

Sin and Error, Innovations and Encroach- 
ments, and all Abuſes and Corruptions that creep 
into the Church. This Zeal muſt be manifeſte k 
eaching, not coldly and Iukewarmly, but with 


a fervent Affection; in praying earneftly, sk 
with an holy Ardour and Fei Bene . 


——— — . —r7—ðM . —— — 
A 8 | 
el 
= 


eur Hearts inflamed with this holy Zeal for = | 


who are in- 


Fire : All 
and Glory of God. A Likeneſs to them in this is 


2 — 
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and his Intereſts But let us look to it, that our 
Zeal be gnided by Knowledge, that there may be 
Light as well as Heat in this Fire, elſe it is not the 
Fire of God's Altar, but of a common Hearth. Let 
us be careful that our Zeal be managed by holy 
Wiſdom and Prudence, that it may be duly pro- 
portioned to the Weight of theſe Things it is laid 
out upon; and that we may obſerye all ſeaſonable 
Circumitances in diſcovering our ſelves for God. 
Let us alſo advert that our Zeal for God be tem- 
pered with Meekneſs of Spirit; for God hath no, 
need of our Paſſion to promote his Intereſt and 
Service. The Wrath of Man worketh not the 
Rzghteouſneſs of God, James i. 20. O that in this 
alſo we may be more like our bleſſed Lorg and 
Maſter Chriſt, of whoſe great Zeal in purging 
the Temple we read in John ii. 15, 16. whereby 
he fulfilled that Ppophecy, P/al. Ixix. 9. The Zeal. 
e thy Honſe hath eaten me up, Ver. 17. Such a 
well qualified Zeal is an excellent Mean of turn- 
ing away Wrath from the Land and Place we 
live in, as plainly appears from that Inſtance of 
 Phinehar, Numb. xxv. 11. Zealous Miniſters are 
great Favourites in the Court of Heaven, as Phi- 
„mat was, and their Intereſt there goes far; ſo 
- #hat they are indeed the Chariot of Iſrael, and 
e Horſemen thereof. | 
6. C/rit's Miniſters ought to be Men endowed 
_ 7: holy Courage and Boldneſs in the Cauſe of. 
60. How eminently was Elijah furniſhed with 


undaunted Courage and Boldneſs, as appears from 
almoſt his whole Conduct in the Courſe of his Mi- 
gniſtry. Such it becomes all Chr;/?'s Miniſters to be. 
They are his Amballadorg; how unbecoming is it for 
them to fear the Face of Man ? In Rev. iv. 6. the 


Hireſt ot the four Beaſts repreſenting the Miniſters 


s © © + 


* 
\ 
\ 


and in denouncing Judgment from the Word againſt 


the Strength of a Nation. 71 


of the Church, is ſaid tobe like a Lion; which ex. 


preſſes their great Boldneſs in the Cauſe of God. 
Miniſters ſhould be of a Lion- like Spirit, that they 


ay with undaunted Courage maketheir Faces hard 
againſt the Faces of the Wicked, Exeł. iii. 8, 9. 
They ſhould be bold in contending for the Faith, 
in reproving Sin, eſpecially the Sins of the Time, 


hardned and impenitent Sinners. When People are 
bold to fin, *tis unworthy for Minifters to be afraid 

to reprove, whoever the Sinners be. They are Fo 
Witneſſes, and therefore muſt be bold to beaf fe- 
ſtimony to the Truth, when called to it, beforꝭ Ne 
greateſt of Men, and in Times of greateſt Dangef 1s 
themſelves. They ſhould be bold, upon a divine Call, 
to adventure, even on the hardeſt and moſt dan- + 
zerous Pieces of Service,tho' the World ſhould think 7 
them mad for ſuch Undertakings. O that we whe 
are Miniſters may be thus bold for God. Let us br 
at any Time fear the Face of Man, but go on in'our © 
Maſter's Work undauntedly. Let it animate us with 
holy Boldneſs, that the Work we are employed 91 


and the Cauſe in which we are engaged, is his aft 
not 0urs; that we have the Promiſe of his Preſengg” i 
and Protection, Fer. i. 8. and that, being his den 5 

ards and Ambaſſadors, we have his Call and Com 
miffion. They act boldly that can ſnew the Kings 
Commiſſion: But we have — — 9 
King of Kings, the Prince of the Kings of e 
Earth; therefore let us fear none but ourMafter, and 
nothing butSinand Unfaithfulneſs. Only let us look to 
it that it be an humble Boldneſs, in the Senſe of our }F 
own perſonal Weakneſs 3 a Boldneſs ariſing from a 

Confidence, not in ourown Parts and Abilities but 

in the Power of God engaged for our Aſſiſtance and | 
Protection. We were bold in our God, ſays the Apo- 
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le, 1 Te. ii.2. Such holy Boldneſs is neceſſary ty 
T - 267 res Ar the faithful Management o 
t "Truſt committed to them, and à ſtedfaſt adber- 
ing to the Cauſe of God, which renders them great 
= lick Bleſſings. And they that are thus bold with 
en, may be alſo humbly bold with God, to ſtand 
in the Gap, to make up the Breach between him 
and finful People, ſo. that they are the Chariots 0 
Iſrael and the Horſemen thereof. | 
7. Goſpel Miniſters ſhould be Men mighty in 
Prayer. Such an one was Elijah; tis ſaid, Jam. v. 
17. that he Prayed earneſtly; Orig. he frayed in 
Payer: HisSpirit prayed what his Lips uttered ; 
There was à great deal of Spirit and Life in his Pray- 
ers. He was alſo very publick ſpirited inPrayer: And 
he was mighty in Prayer; he wreſtled with God and 
prevailed; of which we have divers remarkable In- 
 Rances in the Hiſtory of him. It is on ſpecial Ac- 
>... Counts required of all Goſpel - Miniſters, that they 
de much in Prayer. Tis a part of their Calling to 
|  þe the Mouth of the People to God in publick Pray- 
| er, as well as the Mouth of God to the People by 
Preaching: So that theyſhould be publick ſpirited 
jnbrayer, praying for others as well as themſelves; and 
F not only for their own particular Flocks, but for the 
publick Safety, Welfare and Proſperity of Church 
and State. God's Miniſſers are exhorted to this, Joel 
ii. 17. Let the Prieſts, the Miniſters of the Lord, 
ep between the Porch and the Altar, and let 
" #hem ſay, Spare thy People, O Lora, and give not 
x thine Heritage to reproach, that the Heathen ſhould 
me over them. They ſhould alſo be inſtant in Pray- 
li N 27 and never hold their Peace at the Throne 


Grace, but perſevere in Prayer without wearying, 
ti god preſs their Suits and Requeſts with great Impor- 
= pnity. Faithful Miniſters by ſuch Prayers have great 


Power 
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Power with Cod. Not only E1:jab, but alſo Moſesand- 
Samuel were 'famous for this: Hence' it is, that 
when Cod deſigns Mercy for his People, and under- 
takes for the — Protection and Glory of his 
Church, he promiſes 

ſhould be inſtant in Prayer, IJſa. lxit, 6, 7. I have 


ſhall never hold. their Peace Day nor Night: Ye 


- aus. Mei ns 
4 le. 


AY 


the Strength of a Nation. us _ 


praying Miniſters, ſuch ag 


# Watchmen upon thy Walls, O Jeruſalem, thut 


that make mention of the Lord, keep not Silence, and 
give him no reſt, till he eſtabliſh, and till he make 


Jeruſalem 4 Prazſe in the Earth. O that wewho 
are Miniſters may be excited and encouraged by all 
this, to give our ſelves much to Prayer; particular 

with revel tothe Work of God in our Hands, an 
the precious Souls and Intereſts committed. to our 


3 


Charge and Truſt. Let us learn to be more pub- 2 


lick-ſpirited' in Prayer, having the publick Intereſts, + 
eſpecially of Chriſt's Church, much upon our Hearts, 
when * are at the Throne of Grace. And let us ſtin 
up our ſelves to more Fervency and Importunity in 
Prayer, wreſtling and ſtriving with God in it. By ſuck 
Prayers we would have great Power with God, an& 


be a Stay and Strength to Church and State, #he = 


* 


Chariot of Iſrael and the Horſe men thereof...  Þ 


I proceed to ſhew. of 


- Secondly. In what refpefis Goſpel Miniſters ſo 1 


qualified, are the great Sirength and . ＋ 4 


Nation, and of the Church of God ix it, 
of Iſrael and the Horſemen thereof. _ 


. Negatively; They are ſo, not fimply as Men, in = 


a natural or civil Way; for uſually they are in ne 
Capacity for this, being few. m Number, mean and 
weak as to their outward worldly Condition, and 
deſtitute of that worldly Wiſdom and Strength that 
may be thought neceflary for favinga Nation. And 


they have no Hand in publick Airs, nor Shaze in. | i 


&': L 
© | 

4 

F 

' 
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and made up the Hedge between God and the Peo- 
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the civil Government; nor were it expedient they 
ſhould, nor lawful for them to undertake it: So that 
tis not by worldly. Wiſdom, or external Might and 
Power, that they are the Strength and Defence of 
2 Nation. SLY c 
Poſitively; They are ſo, in this Reſpect, that De- 
liverance and Preſervation isoften granted to a Peo- 
G ob or Nation, for their ſake, and on their Account. 
d, * 4 
1. Threatned and deſerved Fudgmentsare ſome- 
times kept off and turned away for their ſake. God 
ſpared and ſaved Zoar for Lot's ſake, and upon his 
Requeſt. And when Fehoſhaphat had ſent Prieſts 
and Levites that taught the People in the Cities of 
 Fudah, 2 Chron. xvii. tis ſaid, v. 10. And the Fear 
of the Lord fell upon all the Kingdoms of the 
Lands that were round about Jeruſalem, ſo that 
they madeno War againſt Jehoſhaphat. The teach- 
ing Prieſts and Levites were a greater Strength and 
Defence to the Kingdom than all his Men of War; 
they kept the Kingdom ſecure from Invaſion. The 
Prophets of Iſrael are blamed, that they had nor 
gone up into the & api, neither made up the Hedge 
Jor the Houſe of Iſrael, to ſtand in the Battle in the 
Day of the Lord, Ezek. xiii. 5. importing that the 
Prophets, if they had been duly qualified, and per- 
\ formed their Duty faithfully, had ſtood in the Breach 


ple, that the Judgments. of God might not break in 
upon them. Godly and faithful Minifters are a 
Bar to the Execution of Judgment : They ſtand be- 
tween People and God's Judgments, and turn away 
his Wrath. ek e va9s (3 
2. The Execution of threatned Judgments is 
ſometimes deferred and delayed, and a People's 
Peace and Tranquillity lengthned out for their ſake, - 
y or 


Th 
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Nek. 


the Nation, and of Perſons and Families in it, may 


be decreed and determined, when yet it overflows. 
not at random, but 2 Rzghteouſneſs ; God wiſely 


and graciouſly ſetting Bounds to it, ſo that a Rem- 


nant eſcapes and is preſerved. This the Prophet fore-.,, 7; 
told with reſpe& to the Calamities that were to 
come on them, not only by the Myri ang, but chief 

ly by the Babylonzans, Iſa. x. 20 -— 23. And no 
doubt God did thus moderate and mitigate thatJudg-, Þ} 
ment, for the ſake of his Minifters the holy Pro 
phets, who had been bold and faithful in re 


their Duty. We find that the Prophet Habakky 


prayed for it, Chap. 3. v. 2. O Lord, ſays he, revive 
thy Work in the midſt of the Tears, i. e. in the 
midſt of the Years of our Captivity; in the midſt of - 
the Years make known; in Wrath remember Mercy: . 


i. e. let our Cup be mingled with Mercy, theJudg- 


ment moderated and mitigated. That Prayer was pro- 


Phetical, 


or on their Account. God delayed and put off the 
Deſtruction of Sodom till Lot was gone out of it, 
Gen. xix. 22. nor would he bring the Deluge on the 
old World, till Noah was ſafe in the Ark. Luatber 
foreſeeing a black Cloud of Wrath coming over 
Germany, told ſome of his Friends, that he would 
do his beſt to keep it from falling in his Days; 
yea, he believed it ſhould not; and, ſaid he, when I- 
am gone, let them that come after me look to it. 

| Faithful and godly Miniſters in their ſeveral Ages 
have in this ReſpeR been he Chariot of Iſrael and 
the Honſemen thereof. For their ſakes God hath gran- 
ted many a Reprieve to ſinful Nations wherein they 
lived, when their Neck hath been on the verx 


3. Sometimes Judgment, not only threatned but d. 


termined, are yet for their ſakes moderated and mi- 
tigated. Sometimes a Conſumption, a waſting of 


- 


! 


p j 
| 

0 j 
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Thirdly. 1 go on to ſhew on what Account are 


| © of a Nation, in theſe Reſpecti mentioned: Or, what 
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hetical, and no doubt did in due Time obtain « 11 
— Return and Anſwer. 5 of 
'- 4. Sometimes Judgments already 7nflifled, are re. 

moved. and taken off a People for their ſake. So, 

when Sernacherih King of Ajjyria had taken all 
the fenced Cities of Judab, and threatned to make 
Havock of Jeruſalem the Mother City; God 
wrought a great Deliverance for Fudah and Feru- 
Salem, by turning away Sennacherib's Army, yea, + 
deſtroying it, and himſelf ſoon after: And this he did, 
at leaſt in Part, for the ſake, not only of Hezekiah 
and other godly Perſons, but alſo of Jſaiab that 
faithful and eminent Prophet of the Lord. Hezeks- 
ah himſelf was confident of the Regard: God would 
have to [7aiah, when intheir great Piſtreſs, he did, 
by two honourable Meſſengers of the firſt Rank, 
| fend that Meſſage to him, Liſt up thy Prayer for 
the Remnant that as left, Iſa. xxxvii. 4. 


Miniſter 3 duly qualified the Strength and Deſence 


Iuſiuence they have on the Safety and Security of 
2 People among whom they lioule. 

Negatively. Tis not on the Account of any Worth 44 
in themſelves, or in the Performance of their mini- M 
ſterial Duties; for the beſt qualified Minifters are, pr 
e Elijah himſelf was, Men of like Paſſions with a 
others: They are in themſelves moſt unworthy, and 8 
have no Merits but evil Merits: And their beſt mi- * 
niſterial Performances are defective and faulty ; I ** 
many Failings and Imperfections cleave to them: 
So that if God did enter into Judgment with them, 
and mark Iniquity, even they themſelves could not 
eſcape Wrath, much leſs could they prevail for the 
Safety and Security of the Nation wherein they 
lire. | 9 — PS 
7. 2 But, 
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But, 5 Guſpel Miniſters; fo qualified as 
Ihave delcribed, are the great Strength and Defence 
of a Land, and of the Church of God in it. | 

1. As they engage God to appear aud act for 
#he Nation, and for his Church and Peoplern i, 
and to manifeſt. his infinite Power and Wiſdom, '-'*4 
Goodneſs and Mercy in their behalf. Judgmentsare - ' 4 
kept off, deferred, moderated and mitigated, and re- 
moved, only by God's own Hand: This is his proper 
Work, whoſe Kingdom ruleth over all. But holy, 
faithful and zealous Miniſters engage him in — 2 
Work. And that, 1. As they are bis great Favou- 
rites. They are, like Daniel, Aen greatly beloved, - -' 
Dan. x. 11. Orig. Men of Deſire. O how dearſuch 
Miniſters are to him, and how high in his Favour! - : 
Now, Men will ſometimes uſe the Servants well for 


. - — 
4 


the Childrens ſake, and ſhew Kindneſs toa Strang- 3 
er for the ſake of a Friend; and Kings and Princess 
will gratify whole Societies for the ſake of fome- , = 


ee particular Favourites in them: And certainij C 
ar will ſnew as great Regard to his Favourites as Men 24 
do ro theirs; yea, much greater, in Proportion to bie- 


great Love to them, a. As they #mprove their In" i 
ch bereſt with him by Prayer. As the holy Prophet? 
were praying Men, Gen. xx. 7. ſo holy and faithful 
ret Miniſters are praying Miniſters, much given ts ü 
ich Prayer: And being Men of publick Spirits, they f. 
nd Pray not only for themſelves, but for others, eſpeciallßx 
a for the Land wherein they live, and for the Churc 
„„und Peopleof God in it. And they have great Power 
3 Ml with God in Prayer, ſo that they prevail with him 
to turn away his Wrath, to remove or prevent na- 
tional Judgments. Thus Moſes prevailed to turn && 
way God's Wrath from he Children of Iſrael, Hſal. 
ov cri. 23. And Samuel by his Prayers prevailed with 
Cd to give them a glorious Victory over their Ene- 
mies 


Prayers, than of a numerous Army. And Juſtus Jo- 
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mies the Phzliſtines, 1 Sam. vii. 9, 10: The Preva. 
lency of the Prayers of godly Minifters, is that 
which even wicked Men have often a Senſe and Con. 
viction of. Pharaoh believed it, when he deſired 


a Moſes's Prayers, Exod. 1x. 28. And ſo did Smog 
| Magus, when he intreated for Perer's ay tors, Act 


viii. 24. And ſo are many wicked and profane Men, 
who in their deep Diſtreſſes, on a fick Bed or 
Death-bed,underdeep Convictions and in great Fears, 
they cry for the Prayers of their faithful Miniſters, 
It was a great Teſtimony given by Queen Mary to 
the Prayers of godly and zealous Miniſters, when 
ſhe profeſſed her ſelf more afraid of John Knox's 


nas uſeth this Expreſſion of Luther's Power with 
God in Prayer, that quicguid voluit potuit, i. e. he 
could do whatſoever he would. 3. As they do hin 
ſome eminent Pieces of Service, that are pleaſing ti 
Bim, and tend greatly is his Honour and Glory. 
Elijab's Services were eminent and extraordinary: 
And no doubt, in Conſideration of them, God had 
ſuch Regard to him, that he was a great Strength 
to the Nation, he Chariot of Iſrael and the Horſe: 
men thereof: Soalſo, the Zeal, Faithfulneſs and holy 
Boldneſs offome Minifters of CHriſt, have put them 
upon ſuch noble and notable Services, that God, to 
ſhew his Approbation of them, and to encourage 
them and others to the like, hath, on the Performance 
of them, turned away his Wrath, and kept off nati- 
onal Judgments. e 
2. As they are inſtrumental to put a ſtop to the 
Current of Sin and Wickeaneſs, which expoſes Na 
tions and Churches to the Wrath and Judgment. 
God. Sin is the procuring Cauſe ofa People's Mi- 
eries and Calamities : But godly and faithful Mini- 
ſters are happy Inftruments under God to hindet 


Sin, 
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Sin, and to put a ſtop to the Current of it, by contend- 


ing earneſtly againſt the Corruptions of the Age 
on. they live in, in ſuch Ways, and by ſuch Means as are 
redll proper to them; and fo do effectually keep off Judg- 
ton ment. That Text is obſervable to this Purpoſe, Jer. 


iii. 22. where the Lord ſpeaks of the wicked 
Prophets of Jeruſalem. If they had ſtood in my 
Counſel, and had cauſed my People to hear myWords, 


8 then they ſhould have turned them from their evil 
rs Map, and from the Evil of their Dogs, i. e. they 
"tf bad reclaimed this People from their finful Cour- 
on {<s, and fo put a ſtop to the Execution of Judgment. 


3. As they are inſtrumental in converting others 
to God, and promoting ſerious Piety and Godlineſs 
among them, Godly and faithful Minifters are not 
only good themſelves, but Inſtruments in the Hands 
of God to make others good. A Goſpel Miniſtry is in- 


home to God by their Miniſtry, and engaged in the 
Practice of ſerious Religion and Godlineſs: And 
even theſe are alſo the Strength and Defence 
age of the Nation wherein they live, Zach. xii. 5. Such 
>. 4 Holy Seed are the Subſtance of the Land, 1/2. 
vi. 13. the Stay and Support of the publick In- 
tereſis: So that faithful M 
et of Iſrael and the Horſemen thereof, in ſo far as 


Na Iit is by their Miniftry, that the Number of theſe is 


increaſed, who in Conjunction with them, are in- 
Mi. deed the Strength and Defence of Church and State. 
Fourthly. I come in the laſt Place, to the Appli- 
Job cation of this Doctrine. > | 
in, © 1. For ſnformarion. And 1. See 


* 


22 
* 
* 4 


iniſters are he Chari- 


4S 


ſtituted and appointed for this end to convert Sinners, 
and to build them up in Holineſs: And as faithful Mis» - 
niſters diligently proſecute the Ends of their Mi- 
niſtry; ſo the Labours of ſuch Miniſters are uſually 
moſt ſucceſsful through the Bleſſing of God, ſothat ' 
theyturn many to Righteouſneſs. Many re brought 
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32 * Goſpel Miniſters ©: 
I. See here wherein it 25 that the Strength of 4 
” Nation under God doth chiefly conſiſt : Not ſo much 
in the Maltitude and Wiſdom af its Counſellen 
or the Conduct and Courage of its Soldiers: Not { 
much in Armies by Land or Navies at Sea, it 
walled Cities or fortified Caſtles; in a firm Union Jer 
dt Home and good Alliances Abroad; I ſay; the 
Strength ofa Nation doth conſiſt, not ſo much intheſ be 

Things, as in the Number of well qualified Gol; 
pel Minifter. 88 
.lt appeats from what hath been ſaid, hat Proms, 
Sealour ind faithful Goſpel Miniſters, are grea 
-. Bleſmgs to the Places where they live. As Aba 
reviled Elijah as one that troubled Iſrael, 1 Kings 
xviii. 1). ſo wicked Men revile faithful and zealoui 
_ Miniſters, as Troublers of the Nation, and Difturb 
ers of the publickPeace; theſe have turned the Norli 
upfide down, ſaid the unbelieving Jes of the A 
Poſtles, As xvii. 5 But ſuch Miniſters are great 
publick Bleſſings; they are Bleſſings to the Nation 
Bleſſings to the City, Bleſſings even to their work 
- Neighbours, Bleſſings to all that are round about 

them. Happy is that Nation and that City where God 
hath many ſuch Friends and Favourites, and thrice 

| happy if they know their own Mercy. 

3. It appears from this Doctrine, what an Ho 
mou God puts upon his faithful Miniſters. What 
greater Honour than this, to. be he Charzots of If 
rael and the Horſemen thereof, the Deliverers and 
Saviours-of their Country ? What an Honour was it 
to Abraham, when God told a great King that he 
muſt be beholden to him for his Life? Gen. xx. 5, But 
how much greater an Honour is it to be a Saviout 
to a whole Nation? this Honour have all Chrift's 
faithful and zealous Miniſters. When Sin hath made 
a ſad Breach, to let in Wrath and Judgment on 4 
1 425 N People; 
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People, theſe are the valiant Ones, the Worthies of 
ail, that ſetthemſelves in the Gap, yd make up 
che Breach, that threatned Ruin may M averted. 
4. We may here be informed of the great Folly 
and Madneſs of theſe that contemn, hate, revile and 

ul perſecute prous, zeatous, and faithful Miniſters, 
Such as do ſo, fight againſt themſelves, and haſten 
M their own Ruin, by deſtroying their chief Strength, 
breaking their Chariots, and overturning their 
Horſemen. Whatever Account any of you make of 
faithful Miniſters ; yet as they are God's great Fa- 
vourites, ſo they are your beſt Friends, he Chare- 
ots of Iſrael and the Horſemen thereof: Therefore it 
muſt be greatMadneſs to uſe them ill; your ill u- 
{age of them will tutntoa fad Account, for God will 
ſurely 1— their Cauſe, and avenge the Wrongs 
; oY 


and In 


enities done to them. + 


are the great Strength, and Defence of the Place 
they are in? then he Death of ſuch Miuiſters ig 
much to be Jamentegd. Tis on this Ground that Hliſba 


ro ters have done more by their Prayers, by their Zeal 
rice nd Faithfulneſsfor God, to hold off Wrath and Judg- 
ment from the Nation, than all our Armies and Na- - 
vies have done; therefore the removing them by 
hat Death, is to be lookt upon as a ſad Effect and To- 
ken of the Lord Anger: Thereby aBreach is made, 
and a Gap opened to let in Wrath and Judgment. 
6. It follows from what hath been ſaid, That it 
muſt be the Intereſt and Duty of Magiſtrates, Kings. 
and Princes, that wiſh well to their Country, to take 
care that it be provided with a competent Number 
of well qualified Goſpel Miniſters ; and that ſuch 
Miniſters have all due Encouragement, and ſuitable 
Proviſion made for them. & lies. upon Magiſtrates, as 
| the 


5. Is it ſo, that well qualified Goſpel Minifters 


here laments the Removal of Elzjah. Godly Mini- & 


N 
| 
j 
| 
| 
4 
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to them, who are indeed the great Strength andDe- 


- _ » ticularly, in countenancing this Aſſembly, by ap 
-- Pointing ſuch 2 noble Lord to repreſent his Majeſſhen 


. themſelves by their Zeal for the Intereſt of Chrifil 
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the Shiclds of the Earth, and true Fathers of their 
Country, to manifeſt by all proper Means a deep 
Concern for the Defence and Preſervation of their 
People; and in what Way can they better manifeſt 
this, than by affording all ſuitable Encouragement 


fenceof Church and State, the Chariot Iſrael and no! 
#he Horſemen thereof ? | 

We have great Cauſe to bleſs God for the great So 
Care that hath been taken by the Magiſtrate in, 
this Matter; and are bound to own with all. 
Thankfulneſs, the great Concern his Majeſty hath * 
Mewn, ever ſince God brought him to the Throne 
for the Support and Encouragement of the Mini 
ſters of this Church. May it not be ſaid, that 
General Aembly of the Miniſters and Elders 0 


this Church, managing the Affairs thereof with AB, 
Holy Zeal, Prudence and Faithfulneſs, under thi £4 
Conduct and Direction of the holy Spirit, is, oH. 
ſpecial Accounts, he Chariot of Iſrael, and thelf,... 
Horſemen thereof, the great Strength and Defence x 
of Church and State? And have we not great Cauſe y 
moſt thankfully to acknowledge his Majeſty's roy und 
al Favour, in the kind Countenance and Encouyh,,,, 
ragement he hath given to our Aſſemblies, ever nn 
fince his happy Acceſſion to the Throne; and parſh,.. 


ſty in it, whoſe noble Anceſtors did diſtinguiſh 


in this Land, and who did himſelf give convincin 

Proofs, even in a Time of Trial, of his good Al | 

fection to the Intereſt of true Religion, and e 

this Church in particular, and to the Proteſtantp,, 

Succeſſion in his Majeſty's royal Family; and 7 

whoſe kind and obliging Conduct in that high, Ca de 
5 18 . pacit 
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pacity formerly, cannot but render it a great Pleaſi re 
eto us, to enjoy the Happineſs of his Preſence and 
Countenance in the like high Capacity now. And I 
cannot but add, that it muſt impreſs us with the 
deepeſt Senſe of Gratitude, and oblige us to the 
moſt thankful Acknowledgments, that his Majeſty 
is pleaſed, out of his royal Bounty, to make ſuch 
a libera] Donation, for enabling us to propagate 
he Knowledge of Chriſt, and promote true Reli- 
gion, as well as diſſeminate Principles of true Loy- 
alty and Duty to his Majeſty, among People in 
he Highlands and Iflands, and other Northern 
Parts, who have hitherto beey very remote from 
all the Means of either of them, that as yet we 
have been able to afford. . 

7. Then zt zs the Intereſt of a People who en- 
ny the great Bleſſmg of a pious, zealous, and 
faithful Goſpel Miniſtry, to eſteem them vighty, to 
favour them, and to ſhew Kindneſs to them, They 
are God's great Favourites, who have great Power 
vith him, and for whoſe ſake he turns away na- 


Nd Intereſt, as well as your Duty, to make them 
your Favourites too. They are, under God, your 
veſt Friends and Benefactors; they bring down 
many a Bleſſing from Heaven upon you, and ward off 
many a Blow; therefore tis your Duty and Inte- 


Felt to love them, to hold them in Reputation, and 
zune do them all Kind Offices. Let them have 
Briu ſuitable Encouragement from you, eſpecially 
7 in the Exerciſe of their Office. Remember, that 


eren a Cup of cold Vater given to a Diſciple in 


Reward, Matth. x. 42. N | 

De 2. For Exhortation. My very reverend and 
Iaear Brethren, what Encouragement have we here 
2 to 


y 2 Judgment; therefore it will be your Wiſdom | 


he Name of a Diſciple ſhall in no wiſe loſe hig 
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bf. aloud for Wrath and Vengeance; they have open: 
ce a Breach at which the Wrath of God is read) 


. _- Honourable will it be for us to Rep in as valiant 


36. Goſpel Miniſters 
to make it our earneſt Study and Endeavour, to 
be Miniſters ſo qualified as our bleſſed and glo- 
rious Maſter would have us to be? Let us aſpire 
after this, to be Men of Elijab's Spirit, that what 
was his honourable Character may be ours too, 
. the Chariot of Iſrael, and the Horſemen thereof; 

and that when we go off the Stage, we may, like 

him, not die undeſired, but our Death may be 

Jamented as a publick Loſs. O! let us all be 

ambitious of being found among that happy and 

honourable Number, who 'are the great Strength 

and Defence of the Place they live in, and of the 
Church of Chriſt in it. Let us do what in us lies, 
to approve our ſelves to be ſuch : Let us carry ſo 
as we may bear home a Conviction upon them that 
are otherwiſe minded, that we are indeed 2ht 
Chariot of our Iſrael, and the Horſemen thereof. 
Let it be confidered what Dangers threaten theſ 
Nations. Our many great and aggravated Sins cry 


to break in upon us. Now, in ſuch a Scaſon, how 


Champions, to make up the Breach that Sin hath] 
made between God and the Land? But tho' we 


|, ſhould not prevail to turn away Wrath altogether, 


yet we may prevail at leaſt to have Judgment 
' moderated and mitigated, and evil Days ſhortned; 
and O how comfortable will it be to us, in 
the evil Day, if our Conſcience ſhall give us thi, 


Tieſtimony, that we were enabled to do our Du 


ty, and uſe our beſt Endeavours to ſave the Land 
and the Church of God in it. But, on the cor 
trary, how ſad will it be, if, in a Day of commot 
Calamity and Diſtreſs, our own Conſcience ſhall 
reproach and upbraid us with this, that had we 
te. . quil 


2 us 
: 4 . "= „ 
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to quit our ſelves like faithful Miniſters of Chriſt, we 
lo: had made wh the Hedge for the Land, to ſtand in 

ire he Battle in the Day cf the Lord; and that true 
bat Religion might have flouriſhed, the Ordinances 
00, have continued, and the Glory of God not haye 
of 3 departed, if we had ated our Parts as we ought 
ike and might have donn 

be Reverend Brethren, there was a Stock of old 

be faithful Miniſters that continued with us, through 
and the Favour of our God, for ſame Years after the 
athil glorious Rewolntzon. They had obtained Grace 
the and Mercy to keep themſelves unſpotted of the De- 
filements of the Age wherein they lived, under Kk 
moſt fiery Trial; and prevailed by their Zeal and 4 
Faithfulneſs, and fervent Prayers, to have the Judg- ] 
ments that came upon the Land, moderated and mi- 
tigated, and theſe Days of ſad Calamity ſhortnedʒ 
and afterward prevailed to turn away the Wratng 
that our Abuſe of glorious Deliverances did ex-_ + Þ 
poſe us to: So that they were indeed the Chari + A 
of our Myrael, and the Horſemen thereof. But now. | 
theſe worthy Men are gone, and we are come in 
their Room. But unhappy would the Day bs 
wherein we were born, if, by our A ere 1 
from the Power of Holineſs, or by our Unfaithful- 
neſs to our blefſed Maſter, or by our Lukewarn- 
neſs and Indifferency in the Concerns of his Glo—-̃ 
ry, or by reſtraining Prayer before him, xe 
ſhould cut the Banks, and break down the Hedge, ob- ñ6 
let in a deſolating Judgment to overflow the Band? 4 
Let us remember that our great Buſineſs lies wit 
and God. In theſe Judgments that may come upon 4 . 
con Nation, tho' Men may be the Inſtruments, et G | 
mon} is the principal Agent, Amos iii. 6. Therefore let 
ſhallſ us try what we can do with Ges, and how far wer © 
we can prevail with him; and that by ſetiiitz auf Telves. ' 
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to our proper Work and Duty, under the Aw of 
his Authority, and with a fingle Eye at his Glory 
and the Good of Church and State. 

I ſhould now offer ſome Things that may be of 
Uſe for our Direction in this Matter: But I beg 
Leave only to ſuggeſt a few Things. As, 

1. Let us look to it, that we be Miniſters ſo quali- 
fied as I have already deſcribed, and let us for this 
End wait for the gracious Influences of the holy Spirit, 
in all the Ways and Means of divine Appointment. 

2. Let us get and entertain a deep Concern for the 
publick Intereſts, eſpecially the precious Intereſts of 


| Chriſt: O that theſe maybe much upon our Hearts! 
| 3. Let us look to it that we be in good Terms 


with God; elſe what Power or Intereſt can we have 
with God in the behalf of either Church or State ? 
4. Let us be frequent in interceeding with God 


in Prayer, with holy Fervency and Importunity. 
that we may thus improve all the Intereſt we have 


in Heaven, to ward off deſerved Judgment. We 


may prevail. Others have, and why may not we ? 
They were Men cf like Paſſions with us; we have 
the 1 Cod to go to, the ſame Arguments to 
plead in Prayer, and the ſame Mediator and Ad- 
PFocate with the Father. _ 
g. Letus make it our Buſineſs to put a Stop to the 
Current of Sin. Let us deal faithfully, freely and 
„ 7 with Sinners of all Sorts; and yet with ſuch 


enderneſs and Nef: as it may appear to 

by Love to their precious 
Souls, and a tender Regard to their Welfare in 
Time and Eternity. The more Sin we hinder, the 


more do we contribute to the publick Safety, Peace 
and Tranquility. 3 

6. Let us take the molt effectual Way to pro- 

i mote Picty and Godlineſs. What Hope can there 


be 


N 


* 


Mercy, without a Recovery of the much _ 
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be of ſaving this ſinful Nation out of the Hand of 
the Lord, or of lengthning out its Tranquillity in 
Power of Holineſs? And what can be more effect- 
ual for this, than our vigorous exerting our ſelves 
as faithful Miniſters of Chriſt ? FOE PIE 

5. Let us unite our Endeavours. Diviſion and 
Diſcord weaken us, and hinder us in our Mafter's 


Work: When Heads and Hearts are divided, 


Hands are weakned; but where Union is, there 


is Strength. Vi unzta fortior. The holy Unity, 
Harmony, and Agreement-/of Miniſters and Elders 
in a National Aſſembly, is the great Strength, as 
well as Glory of this Church. Two are better tan 


One, and Twenty better than Two when they a- 
gree. Were there much holy Unity and Harmony, 
O what Sweetneſs and Strength would there be in 
our Prayers! How ſweet would they be to our ſelves, 


and how powerful and prevalent with God? When 1 | 
the Deſciples had lifted up their Voice to Gol in 


Prayer 2wzth one Accord, rhe Place war as 
where they were aſſembled together, and they were” | 
all filled with the holy Ghoſt, Acts iv. 24, , 


Therefore let it be our arneſt Endeavour to HH 


the Unity of the Spirit in the Bond of Peace, in at. © 
humble Dependence on him who alone can bleſs, -* 


us with one Heart and one Way. ; 


8. Let us all take heed whom we admit to take 2 
Part with us in the holy Miniſtry. The not ad». 
verting to this as we ought, is like to be the 
Source and Spring of much Wo and Miſery to this 


Church. The Apoſtle exhorts Timothy, and in him 


all Goſpel Miniſters, 79 commit hat zs entruſted 


to them, to faithful Men, who ſhall be able to 


reach others alſo, 2 Tim. ii. 2, And let us 
ponder deeply ald ſeriouſiy that ſolemn: Charge 
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volve our ſelves in the Guilt of all. theſe Sins that 
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| Ab honourable 


ort, be of one Mina, FN FR uce, 
3K 4 Love and Peace ſball he with you ; 
a 


| L 5 24 To the. Father, Sou, aud holy Ghoſt, which Trinity 
a | 47 one 4 8 be e 92 ak Tab . Amen. 


| Goſpel Minit the: 
im. v. 22. where we. are *tharg 42" 500 
God; and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 33 755 
elect Angels, among other Things, ro lay Hands. 
denly on no Man, that is, not to do it haſtily, or 
precipitantly, but after deliberate Inquiry into, and 
Trial of his Ability and Fitneſs. And this ſolemn 
* Rae is la id upon us, as we would not 4e Par. 
rater of other Mens Sins, 4. e. as we would not in- 
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may be occaſioned by Peoples havide unqualified 
Men to be their Miniſters. Thag:is of the greateſt! 
Concern and laſt Conſequencegth S 
fore let us be as wary and g in as | 
Let us look to it, that thechi | 
unskilful, or ren e | 
will anſwer upon our Peritito.gu ſte 
let us take Care, that avhon of 
be Men in ſome competent Me ie . 
as the 1 may e be a Strength ang R 
Church and State, and may, in ſame P 2 * 
baracter, 1 2 
and the Horſemen thereof. I .concl oy, 
Ee ortation of the 723 -2 OK: XIII. BATH 2 1 
, Brethren, fare mei: er}, e Of = 
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